, has been since its first meeting in 1991, a gathering point for researchers interested in deontic logic and normative systems, drawing together work from computer science, artificial intelligence, philosophy, organisation theory and law. The 9th edition of the conference, DEON 2008 continued in this interdisciplinary tradition. The meeting was held in Luxembourg, in July 2008, and the proceedings published as volume 5076 of the Springer Lecture Notes in Computer Science series.
by exploring various relationships between deontic concepts and praiseworthiness and blameworthiness. This emphasised the evaluation of agents, and allows him to represent schemes for supererogation and kin. For example, risking one's life to save a child from a burning house is praiseworthy, but refusing to help a friend may be blameworthy -even in some cases where it is obligatory not to help him. Using this theory, he argues that the classical analysis of supererogation is fundamentally flawed.
In addition to these papers, the DEON 2008 programme had a special focus on normative concepts in computer security, reflected both in invited talks and contributed papers covering issues such as access control (in an invited talk by Martin Abadi), information security economics (in an invited talk by Ross Anderson), intrusion detection, and trust. Other contributions dealt with topics such as the dynamics of obligations (in an invited talk by Dov Gabbay), proof theory for deontic logic, administrative procedures, as well as decision theoretic perspectives on norms. We encourage the reader who has enjoyed the papers presented here to look to the proceedings for further evidence that deontic logic remains a fertile area of research, with many interesting and challenging problems remaining to be solved. 
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